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WASHINGTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Regular Scheduled Meeting- Minutes 

Tuesday, January 5th, 2016 
7:00 PM 

 
Members Present 

          Monica Ferrari              Mary Pat Musselman  
          Geraldine McKinley     Edward Hodges 
          Seth Shoneman    Judi Hickson 
              William Kenner  

 
Members Absent 

All present 
 

Others Present 
John Rodman, Director 

Emily Rebert, Historic Planner 
Jessica Green, Administrative Support 

 

 
I. Opening of the meeting. 
The Chairman called the meeting to order. 
 
II. Invocation 
A moment of silence was taken.  
 
III. Roll Call 
A silent roll call was taken by staff. 
 
Seth Shoneman made a motion to accept the agenda.  His motion was seconded by Geraldine McKinley. 
 
IV. Old Business – Major Works 
 
 1.  Fence Guidelines 
 

Judi Hickson made a motion to send the revised fence guidelines to City Council for approval.  
Monica Ferrari seconded by motion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried. 

 
V. Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
 A.  Major Works 
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1.  A request has been made by the City of Washington for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
remove an oak tree in the front lawn of the property located at the Chamber of Commerce 
Building. 
 
John Rodman came forward and presented the request to remove the oak tree.  He explained 
that the tree is actually on the City of Washington’s property.  He stated that the tree is 
enclosed by a block retaining wall.  Mr. Rodman explained that a tree man came out and looked 
at the tree and presented the letter from Slade Landscaping Inc.  The letter stated that the tree’s 
root system is very constricted in the area of the retaining wall and the building’s foundation.  
Also the canopy of the tree has been pruned back to try to keep it inside an area not large 
enough for the normal growth of the tree.  Mr. Slade also stated that there is a hollow area in 
the tree also.  Mr. Rodman stated that they would like to remove the tree and replace it with a 
crepe myrtle.  Mr. Rodman stated that he didn’t know if a crepe myrtle would be appropriate 
but they are open for suggestions for the Commission.  Monica Ferrari asked if moving the tree 
would be an option.  Mr. Rodman stated that they looked into that option but it was determined 
that the tree was already in so much distress that the tree would not survive.  Mary Pat 
Musselman stated that it was unfortunate that the tree has to come down and they should 
consider replacing it with a statelier shade tree.  The Commission discussed the issue further. 
 
The Chairman opened the floor. 
 
Monica Ferrari made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to the City of Washington to remove an oak tree located 
on the west side of the property located on Stewart Parkway.  This motion is based on the 
following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation 
Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Section 4.1 Landscaping.  I further move that the 
Historic Preservation Commission place the following conditions on the approval:  a statelier 
tree with a tap root is planted to replace it.  Her motion was seconded by Judi Hickson.  All voted 
in favor.   
 
2.  A request has been made by Mr. Pat Griffin (representing Mr. James Bagwell) for a Certificate 
of Appropriateness to install a six foot, wooden gate and fence partition on the property located 
at 317 West 2nd Street. 
 
Mr. Pat Griffin came forward and was sworn in.  He stated that they would like to put up a fence 
for safety reasons.  He explained that there have been two break-ins in the Civic Center parking 
lot  and the robbers ran through the property and up on the porch of the house.  He explained 
that they would like to put up the fence to restrict the traffic from walking through the property.  
Mr. Griffin stated that he believed his requested followed the current guidelines.  Ms. Hickson 
and Mr. Griffin discussed the actual location of the fence on the property.  Monica Ferrari asked 
if there was a reason why Mr. Griffin couldn’t make the fence just 5ft. tall.  Mr. Griffin stated 
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that he is using the fence to hide the view of the backyard from the street and the Civic Center 
parking lot and also to block traffic.  Mr. Kenner asked if the existing landscaping would remain.  
Mr. Griffin stated that the trees would not be affected and they will add extra landscaping up to 
the curb.  Mary Pat Musselman asked if he considered a more decorative fence.  Mr. Griffin 
stated that he would be happy to consider that option.  The Commission discussed the height 
further.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor.   
 
Dee Congleton came forward and expressed her wishes for a 5ft more attractive fence.       
 
Monica Ferrari made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Pat Griffin to install a wooden partition on the 
property located at 317 West Second Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of 
fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, 
specifically Chapter 4.0 Streetscape and Site Design Section 4.6 Fences and Walls.  I further 
move that the Historic Preservation Commission place the following conditions on the approval: 
that Mr. Griffin agreed to put appropriate landscaping on the side of the fence facing the Civic 
Center.  Her motion was seconded by Geraldine McKinley.  All voted in favor.     
 
3.  A request has been made by Mrs. Geraldine McKinley to convert her family home located at 
405 East Main Street back to a single family home.  Currently the house has an apartment, with 
the access on the front porch.  The home owner would like to turn the front door into a window 
and eliminate the current window. 
 
Seth Shoneman made a motion to excuse Geraldine McKinley from the Commission. 
 
Ms. McKinley was sworn in.  She stated that she is currently in the process of converting her 
home back into a single family residence.  She stated that she will be removing the downstairs 
apartment and turning it into a bedroom and bathroom.  She stated that she would like to 
remove the door and replace it with a window.   She explained that this section of the house is 
not original to the house.  She stated that she would like to use windows that would match the 
other windows in the home with a two over two design.   She stated that the windows would be 
a wood composite material with the grids on the outside of the glass.  The Commission 
discussed the request further.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor. 
 
Judi Hickson made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mrs. Geraldine McKinley to make the fenestration 
alterations and updates on the property located at 405 East Main Street.  This motion is based 
on the following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation 
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Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 3.0 Changes to Existing Buildings.  The 
motion was seconded by Seth Shoneman.  All voted in favor. 
 
Seth Shoneman made a motion to accept Geraldine McKinley back on the Commission.  Judi 
Hickson seconded the motion.        
 
4.  A request has been made by Mr. Jim Wiley to revise the previously approved COA for Moss 
Landing’s Lot #27 (approved September 2015).  The structure will be changed from having a 
double porch to having a single porch.  The building will be consistent and will match single 
family residences in the development. 
 
Carol Nash, representing Moss Landing, came forward and was sworn in.  Ms. Nash presented 
the changes and answered questions from the Commission. 
 
Seth Shoneman made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Jim Wiley of Beacon Street Development to 
construct a new Moss Marian Office structure on the property located at Lot #27 Moss Landing 
Homes.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with 
the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Section 5.0 New 
Construction Chapter 5.1 & Chapter 5.2.  His motion was seconded by Judi Hickson and all voted 
in favor. 
 
5.  A request has been made by Mr. Jim Wiley to revise the previously approved COA for Moss 
Landing Lot #33 (approved September 2015).  The structure will be a different style of home, 
consisting as a new single-family two-story dwelling.  The building will be consistent and will 
match single family residences in the development. 

 
Judi Hickson made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Jim Wiley of Beacon Street Development to 
construct a new single family dwelling on the property located at Lot #33 Moss Landing Homes.  
This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the 
Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Section 5.0 New Construction 
Chapter 5.2 Residential Construction.  Her motion was seconded by Monica Ferrari.  

 
 B.  Minor Works 
 

1. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 317 W Second Street to replace the air/heat pump unit in the same location on the 
property. 
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2. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 409 West Main Street to repair the existing walkway leading up to the building 
with the same material and design. 

 
3. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 

owner of 100 East Main Street to repair a section of the roof on the structure. The rotten 
wood will be replaced and re-shingled. Repair will not be seen from the streetscape.  

 
4. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 

owner of 120 North Pierce Street to replace the HVAC unit in the same location on the 
property. 

 
5. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 

owner of 156 Water Street to replace current split heating pump in the same location on the 
property. 
 
Seth Shoneman made a motion to approve the minor works.  Geraldine McKinley seconded 
the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried. 

 
VI. Other Business 
 
 1.  Demolition By Neglect Ordinance 
 

Scott Campbell came forward and discussed the Demolition By Neglect Ordinance.  He urged the 
Commission to start being more aggressive towards property owners who are allowing the 
properties to fall into disrepair.  He stated that he would like to see the Commission push 
Council to start the Demolition By Neglect Ordinances.  Mr. Campbell stated that property 
owners that let their property fall into disrepair need to be held accountable.  He then talked 
about the affect these properties have on the district.   
 
Emily Rebert came forward and explained that she would start to enact the ordinance.  She 
stated that she would be going after 3 properties each month.  She encouraged the Commission 
to recommend properties to her and to become familiar with the ordinance.  Ms. Rebert then 
presented the first three properties that she would be notifying.  She stated that currently the 
ordinance does not include civil penalties and she also pointed out some of the over points that 
she would like to update.   

 
VII. Approval of Minutes- December 1, 2015 
Monica Ferrari made a motion to approve the December minutes.  Her motion was seconded by 
Geraldine McKinley.  All voted in favor and the motion carried. 
 
VIII. Adjourn 
There being no other business the meeting was adjourned. 

 A                                  


